
ASTP 2023 Annual Survey

On the European Knowledge Transfer Landscape 

Financial Year 2021

Executive Data Report



Contents

3

7

11

16



Survey Overview

•

•

European Knowledge Transfer Landscape

ASTP 2023 Annual Survey | Executive Data Report



674 KTOs from 21 European Countries



Information on 

Responding KTOs
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FY2021 Survey Sample

Respondent Development over 5 Years
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Profile of Responding KTOs
Average Size of the Patent Portfolio KTO Staffing per Function (n = 133)

Age of KTOs (n = 225) Number of FTEs per KTO (n = 233)
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PROs Served

PRO Research Expenditure (n = 312) PRO Research Effort in FTE (n = 515)

Number of PROs Served by a KTO (n = 328)
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Industry

Collaborations
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Number of Agreements and Income

Income from Industry Agreements
(n = 57)

Income from New Industry Agreements
(n = 60)
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New Agreements by Type

Number of New Contract Research Agreements (n = 330)Number of New Collaborative Research Agreements (n = 141)

Number of New Consultancy Agreements (n = 287)
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Income from Agreements by Type

Income from Collaborative Research Agreements (n = 80) Income from Contract Research Agreements (n = 289)

Income from Consultancy Agreements (n = 286)
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IP Management and 

Commercialisation
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IP Resources

Number of Invention Disclosures (n = 462) IP Expenditure per KTO (n = 199)
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IP Portfolio

Number of Active Patent Families (n = 235) Number of First Patent Granted (n = 245)

Number of Priority Patent Applications Filed (n = 334)
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IP Commercialisation Agreements | LOA
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Commercial Contracts

License Agreements

Percentage of Licensed or Optioned Active Families per KTO (n = 109)Number of Active Patent Families Licensed or Optioned (n = 118)



Commercial Revenue from IP
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Revenues from Patent Licenses (n = 311) Revenues from Cashed-in Equity (n = 56)



New Business

Creation
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Spin-offs and Start-ups
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Start-ups Created per KTO (n = 452) Operating Spin-offs per KTO (n = 440)

Spin-offs Created per KTO (n = 519)
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Term Definition

Collaborative 

Research

Research performed by at least one PRO and at least one non-academic party, where all parties contribute to the design of the research 

project, its implementation and share the project outputs. Include all collaboration agreements involving non-academic organisation, including 

those under which the non-academic party does not make any cash payment to the PRO directly (e.g. in case the project is fully subsidised). 

Consultancy
The provision of expert advice in a specific field by academics working in a PRO for the benefit of an external, non-academic organisation. 

Exclude consultancy agreements concluded by individual staff members directly with third parties (i.e. not through the PRO) or those that 

relate to research or technical services, testing of equipment and the like. 

Contract Research
Research performed by a PRO at the request of and paid for by a non-academic organisation, using existing knowledge, know-how, materials, 

equipment and other resources available at the PRO. 

Spin-off
A company expressly established to develop or exploit IP created by a PRO and with a formal contractual relationship. Include, but do not limit 

to, spin-offs established by PRO staff. Exclude companies that have no formal agreement for commercially developing IP or know-how 

created by the institution.

Start-up
A newly registered company that is founded by PRO students or employees but that is not directly involved with the exploitation of intellectual 

property generated within that PRO.
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Survey & Metrics Committee



Contact us

Survey & Metrics Committee Co-Chairs 

Sandra Aresta at sandra.aresta@biopolis.pt

Olivier Gillieaux at o.gillieaux@uliege.be

ASTP Survey contact

Arlyta Wibowo-Kruzinga at arlyta.wibowo-kruzinga@astp4kt.eu
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Become involved

Take part in the current survey on FY2022

Respond here: https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/7599231/ASTP-KT-Survey-FY2022
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